
GO-EuroMed Working Package 5: The Political 
Economy of Euro-Mediterranean Negotiations 

 
Executive Summary of Working Package 5 
 
Coordinator: Jean Monnet Centre, FU-Berlin 
Participants: Warsaw School of Economics 
           Faculty of Economics and Political Sciences, Cairo University 
 

1. Objectives 
The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership is also a permanent negotiation game. These negotiations 
are shaped by the political and economic environment within which they occur. This working 
package aims to evaluate the latest stage in the development of EU-Mediterranean relations – the 
European Neighbourhood Policy.  
 
The ENP has been launched to manage a regional environment shaped by geopolitical uncertainty 
and instability. The EU’s response to this has been to attempt to transform neighbouring countries 
by encouraging them to implement political and economic reforms along European lines. The 
need for a new policy framework for has been created by internal and external pressures on the 
EU following its 2004 enlargement, and the lack of success of past policies. The aim of this 
working package is to assess whether the ENP is likely to prove a better framework for pursuing 
the goals of peace, stability and prosperity in the MENA than the Barcelona Process.  
 

2. Working Papers 

2.1 JMC Berlin: Trajectory or Transformation?  
This paper asks whether the new policy represents a major departure from the old, and 
consequently whether the ENP can be expected to succeed where the EMP has failed. The paper 
reviews a range of literature on European foreign and neighbourhood policymaking. It arguments 
are based on EU documents and the observations and omissions of other commentators. The main 
part of the paper discusses four key areas where the Barcelona Process struggled: the conflicting 
interests of the actors involved, the regional concept underpinning the EMP, the EU foreign 
policy decision-making process, and the rewards structure that is meant to foster reform in 
neighbouring countries. In each case the paper identifies where EU policy has changed and where 
it has not, and offers five policy recommendations for increasing the prospects of success.    

2.2 WSE Warsaw:  
The Warsaw School of Economics has chosen to look at the development of the ENP from the 
perspective of the EU’s New Member States. This paper compares policy towards Eastern and 
Southern neighbours under the EMP and Partnership and Cooperation Agreements in order to 
gauge the extent to which EU foreign policy reflects NMS interests and influences. The paper 
then turns to the ENP, comparing and contrasting the Action Plans of Ukraine and Morocco. The 
paper also assesses the importance of NMS in developing the European Neighbourhood and 
Partnership Instrument (ENPI) which combines the TACIS and MEDA programmes in a single 
funding structure for neighbourhood policy.  

2.3 FEPS Cairo 
Our Egyptian partners should evaluate the ENP’s prospects from the South Mediterranean side - 
identifying actors, agendas, preferences and veto players (state and non-state) which drive foreign 
policymaking towards Europe. 
 


