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Social Partners Conference: "Employment and Social
Dialogue within the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership" — Berlin, 16" March 2007

As representatives for the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence (JMC) at the Freie
Universitat Berlin, Luis Fontes de Albornoz, Tim Gemkow and Matthias Keese attended
the Social Partners Conference: "Employment and Social Dialogue within the
framework of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership” hosted in Berlin by the German
Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, the German Federal Foreign Office, the
European Commission and the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung on 16 March 2007.

The organizers had formulated several ambitious objectives for the conference, namely
“strengthening employment and social policy as an element of the Barcelona Process”,
“contributing towards the implementation of the EU approach regarding the social
dimension in the context of globalisation”, “promoting interregional and sub-regional co-
operation” and *“raising awareness of the financial programme (ENPI)". The JMC
participants used the conference to establish new and auspicious contacts and to get
an idea of the status quo of the social dialogue within the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership.

After a welcome by Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs
(Germany) and Gerd Andres, Parliamentary State Secretary in the Federal Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs (Germany), Jean-Paul Tricart (European Commission)
inducted the plenum in the field of “Employment and Social Dialogue in the Framework
of the Euromediterranean Partnership”. Prof. Ivan Martin (Casa Arabe, Spain)
presented the study "The impact of the Euromediterranean Partnership on employment
in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon and Syria" that was
complemented by reflections of Dr. Yehudin Kahn (Tel Hai Academic College, Israel)
on "The impact of the Euromediterranean Partnership on employment in Israel".

Afterwards, three forums dealt with the topics of "Status of the Barcelona Process -
employment dimension", "Experience with the social dialogue in the EU and southern
littoral states" and "Visualizing the Barcelona Process - contributions of employers,
trade unions and government representatives".

Subsequently, Franz Muntefering (Federal Minster of Labour and Social Affairs,
Germany),

Aisha Abd al-Hady (Minister of Manpower and Immigration, Egypt), José Antdnio
Fonseca Vieira da Silva (Minister of Labour and Social Solidarity, Portugal), Vladimir
Spidla (Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities) and
several representatives of national and multilateral associations of unions and
enterprises discussed a “New stimulus for the Barcelona Process”. Further information
on the conference are to be found on

http://www.eu2007.de/en/Meetings _Calendar/Dates/March/0316-BSGV.html
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Sozialpartner-Konferenz:

Beschaftigung und Sozialdialog
im Rahmen der Euromediterranen Partnerschaft

16. Marz 2007, Berlin

PRESSEPROGRAMM
Erster Konferenzteil Zweiter Konferenzteil
Auswartiges Amt Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
Werderscher Markt 1, 10117 Berlin Hiroshimastraf3e 17, 10785 Berlin

Erster Konferenzteil 9:00 bis 11:00

09.00 - 9.30 BegriflRung:
Frank-Walter Steinmeier, Bundesminister des Auswartigen (Deutschland)
Gerd Andres, Parlamentarischer Staatssekretar beim Bundesminister fur
Arbeit und Soziales (Deutschland)

9.30 - 09.40 Einfihrung:
Beschaftigung und sozialer Dialog in der Euromediterranen Partnerschaft,
Xavier Prats Monné, Direktor EU-Kommission

09.40 - 10.10  Impulsreferate:
Prasentation der Studie ,Die Auswirkung der Euromediterranen Partnerschaft

auf die Beschaftigung in Marokko, Algerien, Tunesien, Agypten, Jordanien,
Palastina, Libanon und Syrien”
Prof. lvan Martin (Casa Arabe, Spanien)

"Die Auswirkung der Euromediterranen Partnerschaft auf die Beschaftigung
in Israel"
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Dr. Yehudit Kahn (Haifa University)

10.10 -11.00 Debatte

Zweiter Konferenzteil 14:40 bis 18:00

14:40 Fototermin mit Bundesminister Franz Miuntefering
Konferenzsaal Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Hiroshimastral3e 17, 10785 Berlin

14:45-15:05 BegriRung:
Hans-Ulrich Klose (MdB), Vorstandsmitglied Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung

Ergebnisse aus den Foren:
Hansjorg Lanz, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES Marokko)

15.05-17:00 Podiumsdiskussion: Neue Impulse fur den Barcelona-Prozess

Moderation:
Ingolf Karnahl (Freier Journalist)

e Franz Muntefering, Bundesminister fur Arbeit und Soziales
(Deutschland)

e Aisha Abd al-Hady, Ministerin fur Arbeitskrafte und Immigration
(Agypten)

e José Antdénio Fonseca Vieira da Silva, Minister fur Arbeit und
Soziale Solidaritat (Portugal)

e Vladimir Spidla, Kommissar fiir Beschaftigung, Soziales und
Chancengleichheit

e John Monks, Generalsekretér des Européischen
Gewerkschaftsbundes (ETUC)

o Peter Clever, Mitglied der Hauptgeschaftsfihrung der
Bundesvereinigung der Deutschen Arbeitgeberverbande (BDA,
Deutschland)

e Hédi Djilani, Vize-Prasident der Vereinigung der
Unternehmerverbande im Mittelmeerraum (UMCE)

e Walid Hamdan, Forum Syndical Euromed (FSE)

Schlussworte:
Franz Muntefering, Bundesminister flr Arbeit und Soziales (Deutschland)

ab 17.30 Empfang mit Imbiss



	Social Partners Conference: "Employment and Social Dialogue within the framework of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership" – Berlin, 16th March 2007



